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Fences August Wilson Full Play

Fences August Wilson Full Play: An In-Depth Exploration
of a Modern Classic
Fences August Wilson full play is a seminal work in American theatre that continues to resonate with
audiences worldwide. Written by August Wilson, one of the most influential playwrights of the 20th century, this
powerful drama is part of his acclaimed Pittsburgh Cycle, a series of ten plays that chronicle the African American
experience across the decades. "Fences" specifically explores themes of race, family, identity, and the pursuit of
the American Dream through the life of Troy Maxson, a former baseball player turned garbage collector in 1950s
Pittsburgh. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the full play, its themes, characters, and significance,
providing readers with valuable insights into Wilson’s masterpiece. Whether you’re a theatre enthusiast, a student
of American literature, or simply curious about this compelling play, this guide aims to deepen your understanding
of "Fences" and its enduring impact.

Overview of "Fences" by August Wilson

Context and Background
"Fences" was first premiering in 1985 and later won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987. The play is part of
Wilson’s Pittsburgh Cycle, which spans from 1900 to 1990, illustrating the African American experience through
different decades. "Fences" is set in the 1950s and captures the social and racial tensions of that era. Wilson’s
writing is celebrated for its poetic dialogue, authentic portrayal of Black life, and exploration of complex
characters. "Fences" is no exception, offering a layered narrative that combines personal struggles with broader
social issues.

Synopsis of the Play
The full play unfolds over a series of acts, centering on Troy Maxson, a charismatic but conflicted man who
grapples with his past and present. The story follows Troy’s relationships with his family, especially his wife Rose
and son Cory, as well as his own internal conflicts. Key Plot Points: - Troy’s past as a talented baseball player who
was barred from Major League Baseball due to racial discrimination. - His struggles with employment, leading to
tensions at his job as a garbage collector. - His strained relationship with his son Cory, who aspires to play football
but faces Troy’s discouragement. - Troy’s affair and the subsequent impact on his family. - Themes of racial
barriers, generational conflict, and personal responsibility.

Major Themes and Symbols in "Fences"

Racial Discrimination and the American Dream
Wilson vividly depicts the systemic racism that limited opportunities for African Americans, exemplified through
Troy’s thwarted baseball career. The play examines how racial barriers shape individual aspirations and societal



realities. Discussion Points: - The impact of segregation on Troy’s life and ambitions. - The barrier between Troy
and his son Cory, who has different prospects. - The metaphor of the fence itself as a symbol of division and
protection.

Family, Responsibility, and Legacy
At its core, "Fences" is about family dynamics and the desire to leave a legacy. Troy’s actions, both protective and
destructive, reflect his complex relationship with his loved ones. Themes Explored: - Troy’s role as a provider and
protector. - The tension between personal desires and familial duties. - Rose’s resilience and her attempts to
maintain stability.

The Fence as a Central Symbol
The fence in the play symbolizes multiple concepts: - Protection: Troy builds a fence around his house as a symbol
of safeguarding his family. - Division: It also represents emotional and generational barriers. - Boundaries: The
fence signifies the limits imposed by society and personal circumstances.

Character Analysis of Key Figures in "Fences"

Troy Maxson
Troy is a complex protagonist whose charisma masks deep-seated frustrations and regrets. His life is a testament
to resilience amid adversity, but also to flawed decisions. Traits: - Proud and stubborn. - Charismatic and
humorous. - Deeply scarred by racial injustice. Development: Throughout the play, Troy’s internal conflicts and
choices reveal his struggles with acceptance, pride, and guilt.

Rose Maxson
Rose embodies strength and resilience. She is the emotional anchor of the family and strives to uphold family
values despite Troy’s flaws. Traits: - Loving and nurturing. - Committed to her family’s well-being. - Holds onto
hope for a better future.

Cory Maxson
Cory represents the new generation seeking opportunities beyond the limitations of the past. Traits: - Ambitious
and hopeful. - Rebellious towards Troy’s authority. - A symbol of potential and change.

The Significance of "Fences" in American Theatre

Wilson’s Artistic Contributions
August Wilson’s "Fences" is celebrated for its authentic portrayal of Black life and its poetic dialogue. It broke
new ground in American theatre by giving voice to African American characters and stories that had often been
marginalized. Key Achievements: - Utilization of vernacular language and cultural references. - Exploration of
universal themes through a specific racial lens. - Integration of social commentary with personal stories.
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Impact on Society and Culture
"Fences" continues to be relevant today, prompting discussions on racial inequality, family dynamics, and personal
responsibility. Its staging and performances have inspired countless adaptations, including the acclaimed 2016
Broadway revival starring Denzel Washington and Viola Davis.

How to Experience "Fences" Today

Watching the Play
- Live Theatre: Seek out local productions or touring performances. - Film Adaptation: The 2016 movie adaptation,
directed by Denzel Washington, features a compelling performance by Viola Davis and is widely available on
streaming platforms.

Reading the Full Play
The script of "Fences" is available in published collections of August Wilson’s works. Reading the full play allows
for a deeper appreciation of Wilson’s poetic language and nuanced characters.

Educational Resources
- Study guides and critical essays can enrich understanding. - Theatre workshops and discussions can enhance
appreciation and interpretation.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of "Fences"
"Fences" by August Wilson remains a cornerstone of American theatre and literature. Its full play offers a
profound exploration of racial, social, and familial themes that continue to resonate across generations. Whether
experienced through live performances, film, or reading the script, "Fences" invites audiences to reflect on the
barriers we face—both literal and metaphorical—and the fences we build within ourselves. By engaging with this
powerful work, audiences gain insight into the complexities of identity, resilience, and hope. August Wilson’s
"Fences" is not just a story about one man’s life; it’s a mirror to the collective American experience, making it a
timeless piece worth exploring in full.

Fences August Wilson full play offers a compelling and profound exploration of African American life in the 1950s,
capturing themes of race, family, sacrifice, and the pursuit of the American Dream. As one of Wilson’s most
celebrated works, Fences delves deep into the human condition through the story of Troy Maxson, a former
baseball star turned garbage collector, whose personal struggles and relationships illuminate broader societal
issues. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the play, its themes, characters, and significance,
serving both newcomers and seasoned theater enthusiasts interested in understanding the depth and impact of
Wilson’s masterpiece.

Introduction to Fences and Its Context

Fences August Wilson full play is part of Wilson’s ten-play cycle, The Pittsburgh Cycle, which chronicles the
African American experience across different decades of the 20th century. Premiering in 1985, Fences is set in
Pittsburgh in the 1950s, a time of racial segregation and social change. The play’s title refers both to the physical
fences Troy Maxson builds around his yard and to the emotional and societal barriers that define his life.



Wilson’s work is renowned for its poetic dialogue, vivid characters, and unflinching portrayal of African American
history and culture. Fences is particularly notable for its intimate character study and its exploration of the limits
imposed by race, gender, and personal choices.

Plot Overview

Fences centers on Troy Maxson, a middle-aged African American man who struggles with his past and present.
Once a talented baseball player in the Negro Leagues, Troy’s athletic dreams were cut short by racial
discrimination, leaving him to work as a garbage collector. His aspirations for a better life clash with his realities,
leading to tension within his family.

The play unfolds over a series of scenes depicting Troy’s relationships with his wife Rose, his son Cory, his brother
Gabriel, and other characters. Key plot points include:

Troy’s refusal to let Cory pursue a football scholarship, citing racial barriers and his own disappointments.1.
His infidelity and the subsequent birth of a child with another woman.2.
The emotional fences Troy erects around his family, often out of fear, pride, or disappointment.3.
The eventual confrontation between Troy and Cory, culminating in Cory’s decision to leave home.4.
The play’s ending, which reflects on the consequences of Troy’s actions and the possibility of redemption.5.

Major Themes and Symbols

Race and Discrimination1.

Central to Fences is the theme of racial barriers and societal limitations. Troy’s baseball career was thwarted by
segregation, fueling his bitterness and influencing his outlook. Wilson explores how racism shapes individual
identity and life choices.

Family and Responsibility1.

Troy’s relationships with his wife and sons are fraught with tension. The play examines the dynamics of family
loyalty, generational conflict, and the sacrifices made for loved ones.

Dreams and Disillusionment1.

Troy’s unfulfilled ambitions symbolize the broader African American struggle for opportunity. The fences he builds
are metaphors for the barriers that prevent him and others from realizing their dreams.

Personal Responsibility and Pride1.

Troy’s pride and stubbornness often lead to conflict. Wilson scrutinizes how personal choices, compounded by
societal obstacles, shape one’s destiny.

The Fence as a Symbol1.

The physical fence Troy constructs around his yard represents more than property boundaries; it symbolizes
emotional walls, protection, and the desire for stability. It also signifies the barriers between generations and
societal divisions.

Character Breakdown

Troy Maxson

The protagonist, a complex figure embodying resilience and flaws.1.
Former baseball player, now a garbage collector.2.
Struggles with feelings of regret, pride, and alienation.3.
His decisions impact his family profoundly.4.
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Rose Maxson

Troy’s wife, a nurturing and pragmatic woman.1.
Represents stability and maternal strength.2.
Faces the challenge of balancing her love for Troy with her own needs.3.

Cory Maxson

Troy’s son, eager to pursue football and a better future.1.
Represents hope and the next generation’s aspirations.2.
Experiences conflict with Troy over independence.3.

Gabriel

Troy’s brother, a veteran with a head injury.1.
Symbolizes the societal neglect of African American veterans.2.
His character underscores themes of mental health and societal care.3.

Bono

Troy’s best friend and confidant.1.
Serves as a moral compass and voice of reason.2.

Analyzing Key Scenes and Dialogues

The Fences Troy Builds

One of the play’s most powerful images is Troy’s physical fence-building. The act is both literal and symbolic,
representing his desire to protect his family yet also to contain his own emotional vulnerabilities. Wilson uses this
motif to explore how individuals create boundaries to cope with their realities.

Troy’s Confrontation with Cory

A pivotal moment occurs when Troy forbids Cory from accepting a football scholarship. Their heated exchange
encapsulates the generational and ideological conflicts at play. Troy’s insistence on hard work and realism
conflicts with Cory’s youthful optimism.

The Revelation of the Affair

When Troy’s infidelity comes to light, it triggers a series of emotional repercussions. Rose’s response highlights
themes of forgiveness, loyalty, and the complexities of love.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Fences has been hailed as one of Wilson’s greatest works, earning the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987 and a Tony
Award for Best Play in 2010 when adapted into a Broadway production starring Denzel Washington and Viola
Davis.

The play’s enduring relevance lies in its universal themes and Wilson’s poetic language. It continues to resonate
with audiences worldwide, prompting discussions about race, family, and individual agency.

How to Access the Fences Full Play

For those interested in experiencing Fences in its entirety, several options are available:

Published Scripts: Wilson’s Fences is published in various editions and can be purchased through bookstores or1.
online retailers.
Theatrical Productions: Many regional theaters and community groups stage Fences. Attending a live2.



performance offers an immersive experience.
Video Recordings: The 2010 film adaptation and archival recordings of stage productions provide accessible3.
ways to engage with the play.
Educational Resources: Universities and drama programs often include Fences in their curricula, offering4.
scripts and study guides.

Conclusion

Fences August Wilson full play is much more than a theatrical work; it is a mirror reflecting the struggles, hopes,
and realities of African American life. Through rich storytelling, Wilson masterfully portrays the universal human
experience of seeking dignity and connection amidst adversity. Whether read as a script, watched on stage or
screen, or studied as part of Wilson’s larger cycle, Fences remains a vital and powerful piece of American theater
that continues to inspire and challenge audiences worldwide.

Whether you’re exploring Wilson’s work for the first time or revisiting this masterpiece, understanding Fences
offers invaluable insights into the enduring human spirit and the societal fences we all must navigate.

Questions & Answers About fences august wilson full play

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of August
Wilson's 'Fences'?

The main themes of 'Fences' include family dynamics, racial
discrimination, personal responsibility, and the struggle for
dignity and identity within African American communities.

2 Where can I watch or read the full
play of 'Fences' by August Wilson?

You can find the full script in published editions of August
Wilson's plays, such as 'Fences' published by Samuel French or in
anthologies of Wilson's work. Some streaming platforms or
theater companies may also offer recorded performances.

3 What is the significance of the fence
in August Wilson's 'Fences'?

The fence symbolizes boundaries—both physical and
emotional—between characters, representing protection,
confinement, and the desire for connection and separation in their
personal and family lives.

4 Who are the main characters in
'Fences' and what roles do they play?

The main characters include Troy Maxson, a former baseball
player turned garbage collector; his wife Rose; their son Cory; and
Troy's brother Gabriel. Each character represents different
aspects of the African American experience and family dynamics.

5 Is 'Fences' suitable for high school or
college study?

Yes, 'Fences' is often studied in high school and college courses
for its rich themes, complex characters, and historical
significance, making it an excellent work for literary and social
analysis.

6 What awards did 'Fences' by August
Wilson receive?

The play won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1987 and the Tony
Award for Best Play in 2010 for the Broadway revival, highlighting
its critical acclaim and cultural importance.

7 Are there any adaptations of 'Fences'
available, such as films or stage
productions?

Yes, 'Fences' was adapted into a film in 2016, directed by and
starring Denzel Washington, featuring Viola Davis. The play
continues to be performed worldwide on stage by various theater
companies.

8 What is the historical context of
'Fences' in August Wilson's body of
work?

'Fences' is part of Wilson's Pittsburgh Cycle, a series of ten plays
set in each decade of the 20th century, highlighting African
American life and history. It reflects the social and racial issues of
the 1950s in America.
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